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Attachment:  Childcare Centre Guidelines 
 
There have been many incidents of motor vehicles crashing into buildings from both parking 
areas and roadways.  The media reports on the following pages of vehicle impacts on 
childcare centres are examples. 
 
Wheel-stops in carparks can be inadequate particularly when a vehicle is under inadequate 
control.  The current extensive use of four-wheel drive vehicles with high ground clearances, 
all-wheel drive vehicles and SUVs has further increased the risk of vehicles over-running 
wheel-stops and crashing into nearby buildings. 
 
Australian Standard 1170.1 ‘Structural design actions—Permanent, imposed and 
other action’ prescribes requirements for the design of multi-level carparks to minimise the 
risk of vehicles crashing through barriers and falling from high level to the external ground 
level.  The Standard highlights that wheel-stops solely are not adequate to prevent vehicles 
over-shooting car spaces when being parked.  The Standard therefore requires physical 
barriers meeting prescribed impact resistance criteria to address vehicle fall risks from multi-
level carparks.  Some extracts from the Standard are provided in the following pages.  The 
Standard, in regard to impact barriers, does not however apply to at-grade carparks where 
there are no fall risks from height. 
 
Australian Standard AS 2890 ‘Parking facilities - Part 1: Off-street car parking’ also 
contains provisions relating to wheel-stops however only in relation to control vehicle 
placement in parking spaces to prevent vehicles hitting low kerbs or walls and to prevent 
vehicles projecting over pedestrian pathways etc.  Wheel-stops are not designed or required 
to stop vehicles over-shooting vehicle spaces and crashing into buildings such as childcare 
centres, including outdoor play spaces.  Some relevant extracts from this Standard are 
provided in the following pages. 
 
Positioning carparking areas/spaces in close proximity to childcare centre buildings and 
outdoor spaces such as pedestrian pathways and outdoor play areas without adequate 
physical barriers, exposes children, parents, staff and carers to significant risk of injury and 
death through accidental vehicle impacts. 
 
Similar risks are also present from motor vehicle impacts resulting from vehicles losing 
control or motor vehicle impacts on roadways adjoining centres, particularly where outdoor 
play areas adjoin busy roads and intersections (i.e. a greater risk of vehicle impacts and loss 
on control).  An example of this type of incident occurred in Melbourne in March this year 
where a bus and truck collided at an intersection resulting in the bus crashing into and 
through a corner shop/café (see media report below). 
 
The strategic location of parts of centres (play spaces and sleeping rooms) away from 
adjoining roadways/intersections, particularly outdoor play spaces, can minimise the risk of 
injury from vehicle impacts on centres. 
 
It is therefore recommended that the Department of Planning and Environment consider 
these potential risks and include appropriate design controls in the Guidelines to minimise 
the risk of vehicle impacts on centres (buildings and outdoor play spaces). 
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Car ploughs through childcare centre in 
Macquarie Park 
February 9, 2016 

Kate Aubusson 
 
A car has crashed into a childcare centre and ploughed through a playground in Sydney's 
north west on Tuesday, moments before children were due to be let out for a break. 
 
At about 1.30pm a white Ford Falcon smashed through the outer fence of the Macquarie 
Long Day and Early Learning Centre in Macquarie Park, flattening chairs and play 
equipment. 
 
The drive lost control of the car as he travelled along Talavera Road. The Ford clipped a 
sedan and collided with a 4WD before careering into the centre. 
 

 
Paramedics treated the man at the scene before taking him by ambulance to Royal North 
Shore Hospital for observation. Photo: Seven News 

Witnesses described a frantic scene as they feared the worst, but when the dust and debris 
had settled they were relieved to find that the playground was empty. 
 
The car came to rest about 25 metres from the building where the children were located at 
the time of the crash.  Parents were quickly informed that their children were safe and kept 
inside. 
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A car has crashed into a childcare centre Macquarie Park in Sydney's north-west. Photo: 
Seven News 

Witnessed have called the incident a narrow miss, telling Seven News reporting centre staff 
were due to let the children into the playground for an afternoon break. 
 
"If it had been half an hour later I think he would have killed several children," one witness 
said. 
 
"My little boy's safe, nobody was hurt. That's the main thing," said one mother as she held 
her son in her arms in the centre car park. 
 

 
"All of the people just panicked": a witness told Seven News. Photo: Seven News 
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The driver, a 38-year-old man, appeared to have suffered a seizure, witnesses told police. 
"All of the people just panicked, and called an ambulance and tried to pick him up from the 
car," one man told Paramedics treated the man at the scene before taking him by 
ambulance to Royal North Shore Hospital for observation. He will undergo blood testing, 
police said. 
 
The centre's owner Stephen O'Connor said he was relieved no children or staff had been 
injured. 
 
He commended staff for staying calm and keeping the children shielded and occupied 
inside. 
 
The childcare centre will remain open despite the extensive damage to its outer fence and 
playground. A temporary fence was installed in the early evening. 
 
Police from Ryde Local Area Command are investigating the incident and have appealed for 
witnesses to contact Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000. 
http://www.smh.com.au/nsw/car-ploughs-through-childcare-centre-in-macquarie-park-20160209-gmprp8.html 
 
 
  

http://www.smh.com.au/nsw/car-ploughs-through-childcare-centre-in-macquarie-park-20160209-gmprp8.html
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Miracle escape as car crashes into Breakfast 

Point daycare centre 
January 12, 2016 1:12pm 
Ben McClellanThe Daily Telegraph 

The car ran into the childcare centre at Breakfast Point this morning. Picture: Jayne 
Morgan 
• Killed by a P-plater as he checked on car 
• Four teens hurt as car plunges five metres down embankment 
• Tweed crash leaves carnage in wake 

AN elderly driver nearly ran down the owner of a child care centre standing outside her 
business as his car smashed through a fence only metres away from where young children 
were playing. 

Jayne Morgan said she had to “leap” out of the way of the Volvo after it drove through a 
narrow gap in nearby car park fence and hurtled across the cul-de-sac into the Explore and 
Develop centre at Breakfast Point at 9am. 

None of the eight children playing in a covered outdoor play area were injured and the 79-
year-old driver was taken to Concord Hospital with minor injuries. 

http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/newslocal/central-coast/man-killed-after-exiting-car-following-collision-with-another-vehicle-in-erina/story-fngr8h0p-1227705398606
http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/four-teens-hurt-as-car-plunges-five-metres-down-embankment-at-waterfall/story-fni0cx12-1227702555028
http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/woman-83-drives-off-two-storey-car-park-in-in-tweeds-head-as-elderly-driver-row-rumbles-on/story-fni0cx12-1227700350976
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Several children were assessed by paramedics but there were no injuries. Credit: Jayne 
Morgan 
 
“I was standing outside talking to a colleague on the phone, which I never do. I look over and 
in the IGA carpark there is a car spinning around and I’m thinking ‘what’s that car doing?” 
she said. 

“Then it goes in reverse and slams into a parked car. The next thing I know the car, believe 
or not, drivers through that gap and straight across here. I literally had to leap out of the way 
and my first thought was the kids. 

“As I was running into the centre I could hear my staff saying get the kids inside now. They 
acted really quickly and put the children into lockdown. We do practice drills but never for a 
car going into the centre.” 

Ms Morgan said a large pillar stopped the car continuing into the centre which holds up to 88 
children. 
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A pillar stopped the car from going further into the centre to where up to 88 kids were. Picture: 
Danny Aarons 
 
“Thank God none of the children were in that area. It knocked down the fence, the tree and 
went straight into the pillar. It’s amazing no one was hurt. They often play in the garden 
(behind the fence),” she said. 

“I don’t understand if he had lost control of the car, why didn’t he stop when he smashed into 
the car in the car park? I thought it was a teenager doing burnouts. The car was just spinning 
around then it reversed into the car and came flying through that gap at 80kmh it felt like. It 
was so fast I had to leap out of the way. He could have killed me.” 
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A staff member at the centre said it was a miracle no children had been injured. Picture: Jayne 
Morgan 
http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/miracle-escape-as-car-crashes-into-breakfast-point-daycare-
centre/news-story/ad0b63de3363752b3cedd18151bde5b5 
 
 
  

http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/miracle-escape-as-car-crashes-into-breakfast-point-daycare-centre/news-story/ad0b63de3363752b3cedd18151bde5b5
http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/miracle-escape-as-car-crashes-into-breakfast-point-daycare-centre/news-story/ad0b63de3363752b3cedd18151bde5b5
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Car crashes into childcare centre 
Date  August 11, 2015 
 
Craig Butt  The Age 
 
A woman has been taken to hospital after a car crashed into a childcare centre in Hoppers 
Crossing. 

Emergency services were called to the crash at the Goodstart Early Learning Centre on 
Morris Road at about 4.30pm on Tuesday. 

An Ambulance Victoria spokeswoman said paramedics had been called to the scene of the 
two-car collision, in which one of the cars smashed into the building. 

She said one woman at the scene had sustained minor injuries but had been shaken up by 
the incident and was taken to the Royal Melbourne Hospital in a stable condition. 

The car slammed through a fence and into an outdoor play area before crashing into the 
building. 

Ambulance Victoria's Brett Parker said the building was evacuated after the crash.  

"Fortunately no children were injured and staff at the childcare centre have done a fantastic 
job of removing 30 children and staff," he told Channel Nine news. 

Relieved parents said the childcare centre had informed them that their children were safe. 

"I was scared by what happened," one parent told Channel Nine.  

 

http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/car-crashes-into-childcare-centre-20150811-giwqsm.html 
 

 

 

http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/car-crashes-into-childcare-centre-20150811-giwqsm.html
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AS 1170.1 Structural design actions—Permanent, imposed and other action 
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Commentary - AS 1170.1 
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AS 2890  Parking facilities - Part 1: Off-street car parking 
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Roadway/vehicle crashes and impacts on buildings 

Bus crashes into North Melbourne cafe, 
house 
MARCH 3, 2017 

WORKERS at a North Melbourne takeaway shop have had a lucky escape after an express 
bus crashed into their building. 

The 401 express bus, carrying four passengers, slammed into the takeaway shop at 9.50am. 

Luckily cafe workers were in the back of the shop at the time and no-one was injured. 

A kitchenhand at the shop, at the corner of Victoria and Dryburgh streets, said a customer 
had left just five minutes before the crash. 

“We’re all a little shaken but not injured,” the worker, named as Matthew, told 3AW. 

He said staff heard a loud bang and discovered the bus sitting 5m inside the shop. 
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The bus caused significant damage to the shop. Picture: Mark StewartSource: News Corp 
Australia 
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The bus and a truck collided before the bus veered into the store. Picture: Mark Stewart 
Source: News Corp Australia 
 

________________________________________________ 
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